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 Euro Car Parts Secures a 10 Year Lease at 
Tetron Point in Swadlincote  
(Image courtesy of GE Capital Real Estate) 
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New investors taking space in South Derbyshire continue to fill 
the property papers.  The change in the area has been 
outstanding but is still in part due to benefits from the area’s 
former coalfield.  Abundant development land, access to grants 
and preferential finance, and a strong work ethic are some of 
these.  Yet the presence of the former National Coal Mining 
Industry Research & Development Establishment has also been 
pivotal.  Now called Bretby Business Park, the campus has 
undergone a transformation, with the owners investing over £7M 
in the site.  Today, Bretby is home to over 70 businesses 
employing some 1,000 people.  This edition turns the spotlight 
on the Park, featuring some of the recent investment successes.   
 
Issue 8 also explores how the District has faired in the recently 
published 2011 Census, with high levels of growth recorded for 
the second successive Census.  Following approval of Derby’s 
Regional Growth Fund programme some new sources of grants 
and finance have emerged in South Derbyshire.   
 
BRETBY’S HIGH SPEED TOO  

Bretby’s emergence as one of the most modern managed 
business parks in the region is due not only to the investment 
made in the property stock but also in fibre.  A major attraction 
for companies moving to Bretby is the speed of its broadband: A 
high speed (100Mbs) system with a dedicated link straight to 
London Docklands (the UK’s centre for Internet 
communications).  A 20Mb line at Bretby provides download 
speeds upto 610 times faster than dial-up and a constant 
connection, taking just 0.3 seconds to load a 96K webpage and 
18.7 seconds to load an MP3 track.  This infrastructure 
investment sets Bretby apart from many other sites in the East 
Midlands and has proved crucial in retaining growing companies 
such as Tessella, the award-winning software engineers. 

Another strength is an ability to offer tenancy options ranging 
from short term flexible easy in-out agreements to long leases.  
With over 370,000sqft of office, laboratory, industrial, warehouse 
and container accommodation, firms in many different sectors 
have chosen Bretby.  Canadian structural building products 
company Norseman Structures is one the latest firms attracted 
to the estate, taking a suite of offices in Repton House, but 2012 
saw a flurry of other new deals.  One of the most significant of 
these being the Environmental Scientifics Group (ESG) which 
chose to take a 3,306sqft industrial unit to expand their 
business.  Company Executive Kay Large commented… 

 

 
ESG House - The Group has expanded again at 
Bretby Business Park taking a fifth property 

Newly refurbished Unit 19 is immediately 
available  
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 “…Our company has gradually extended our occupation 
across the site and have found the landlord to be 
professional and supportive in helping us achieve our 
property objectives”.  ESG is the UK’s leading provider 
of laboratory testing, inspection and compliance services 
and employs 1,100 people many of whom are located in 
five buildings across the campus, including their 
Headquarters Building.  The ESG deal for Unit 3G 
leaves one significant industrial/warehouse vacancy at 
Unit 19, where 19,665sqft of highly flexible 
accommodation is readily available. 

 

Aerial view of Bretby Business Park (Images courtesy of 
Centurion Properties) 
 
NEW INVESTORS LOOKING TOWARDS BRETBY’S 
HEIGHTS  

Other deals at Bretby have included a clutch of small 
companies in the financial services sector.  These 
include recent arrivals Dylann Archman and Hiatt 
Financial.  Specialist engineers and fabricators, SPA 
Engineering, has taken a unit at Repton House and 
Swedish railway maintenance and train operating 
company Railcare moved to premises in Repton House.   

Bretby Business Park is hoping to capitalise still further 
on a major niche for scientific support companies.  This 
follows the refurbishment of Bakewell House which has 
an iconic entrance opening out into a two-storey, open 
plan office space of 8,137sqft.  This is divisible, with 
each floor having its own facilities and ample parking 
spaces.  Commenting on recent developments at Bretby, 
Centurion’s Julian Rooth stated, “The investment in the 
site, together with the flexible approach we are able to 
take in our relationship with occupiers, has meant we 
have been able to attract a diverse selection of office 
and industrial tenants.  From small private firms to major 
companies - we have created a thriving community of 
commercial activity.  We look forward to welcoming new 
occupiers during the course of 2013”.         

SOUTH DERBYSHIRE INVESTOR NEWS ROUND–UP   
 
Retail investment in the District continues apace with the 
opening of Swadlincote’s newest convenience store, a 

1,000sqft Sainsbury’s Local in Glamorgan Way, on the 
Castleton Park development.  Whilst in the town centre, 
the owners of newly completed Llama House have 
swiftly followed up the deal with boutique salon Toxic 
Cherry with the capture of Swadlincote Tile & Bathroom.  
The Company has taken 1,800sqft for their new 
showroom.  Nelson Insurance has acquired 
neighbouring property 62 High Street, further proving 
that retail acquisitions in a growing town like Swadlincote 
are a sound investment.   

Elsewhere GS Musson & Associates, a specialist health 
& safety consultancy with a number of blue-chip clients 
has moved into offices in James Street, Midway.   
Meanwhile in Melbourne, the Smooth Drinks Company 
has taken Macro House on the Castle Lane Industrial 
Estate to expand its growing niche drinks business.  
Across Swarkstone Causeway, on the junction of the 
A50, ADS Accountancy has leased 1,560sqft of offices 
at the stylish Bezant House.   

LOCAL ECONOMIC NEWS 
 
Headline statistics from the 2011 Census are now 
available.  Two ‘bullet points’ of note are captured in the 
figures below: South Derbyshire’s growth in population 
of over 13,000 people since 2001 represents a leap of 
16%, more than double the growth rate for England as a 
whole.  Outside of the South East, the District is one of 
the fastest growing locations in the country.  People in 
South Derbyshire are hard working too:  At 72.5%, the 
rate of Economic Activity is above the national average. 
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GRANTS & BUSINESS SUPPORT NEWS 

The District Council’s free Business Advice Service for 
new start-ups and established enterprises has got off to 
a flying start, with over 70 businesses receiving support 
since November.  Further information can be found at: 
www.south-derbys.gov.uk/business  One piece of advice 
being offered is how to apply for grants from the new 
Derby Enterprise Growth Fund.  This is available to 
businesses in the Derby Travel To Work Area, which 
includes a large part of South Derbyshire north of 
Swadlincote.  It is offered as a mixture of grant, loan and 
risk capital funding.  Interested parties should contact 
the South Derbyshire Business Advice Service. 


